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THE AVTHOVR
TO THE READER.

] prefent thee bere ( pions
Reader) with swelwe fignes
of Diuine Dredeffination, col-
leéled at [pare howres out of
the facred Scriptures and boly
Fathers 5 which for the belp of
memorie beare each one theiy
D‘cUicc?or Emprcfc in the
front. of them. T bis Mirrosr
if thou shals take da tyly into
zby Fands , to glaﬂé thy j}[f
therin , and di/lgeml)* marke
’iqw many o f 117([: [ignes thou
difeouer fint k)’ /e/f, whether

yor mone, one0r bt 4 fer,



To e Rraper,

thow wi'r be able (1f thou al-
teref? not thy wur_[f) 10 ginea
nere coreiTure inwhetber baoke
thy name be wristen , either of
Life, or Death ; which bockes
are for the prefent shus wop,
not 10 be opened , 1il the lof?
General day 5 when thafe , who
shal not be found recorded in
the booke of Life, shalbe caft
into that dreadfull loke of
Fyer : whereas thofe , whofe
names are regiftred in Heanen,
shalparticipate of a Loy, which
neither knowes aM eafure nor
an End,



Scrigs Signol'um.

HE frfl figne of Tred flinasion is Sin
Tiencmai light 5 which kcaves for it's
Deuice , a Lurming Torch. TLe Mcttois:
Thy Word is a Lanthorne to my fect,
and alicht vatomy paths, Plal 11§,

11°A rcadines to die. Th- Deu. 4
dead man's Scull 7l Motto : 1 dcfircto
be diflolued, and to be with Chritt,
Piilp. 1.

1. Frequentaticn of Sacraments.
Dew The Tix of the facrid Tuhaviff. The
Motto. He that cate i f 1112 Eread shal
Dot die, 1eh 6.

1L Contempt of werldly thinzs,
Yhe Dew A bare Alter difpo.ted of al Wy
nammss, The Motto ir ¢ 1 have for
Chiifts fake accounted thofe things da-

Magcable , which were beneficial to me,

Philyp 3.
V. Patierce ith niadfi of i
atier. widfi of long aff] &.om,
aTY c- glex‘x]x_c;./ Rofe trec.Th. Motto: You
ol (1:;,‘;},}0 weep now , for yoy shal
- Trequenting Ser

3 nting Sermops Deu. ¥
f::“{ 73, Werdis: The wife man sha)lt
reafc .;Aslv.xfdcmc by kearing. 740 1f
mes. deeds hﬁr‘\d ih o
;Z?fildfmnn 7h Dcu'./ iu;;n:rl:’:‘:
o hi);t;ft‘;ﬂ('dha!h comesitred the car;:.
¢ighboyr to bucry cue. ), 4,



Series Signorum,

VIIL Self contempt. The Tmprefe,
The Cypicflc trce. T-he Motto: Vinles you
become aslitle infants;you shal not enter
into the Kingdome of Heauen AMas 18,

1X. Loue of our eoemies. The Deu,
Twothwarted lances combind with an oline
wreath The Motto: Be not vanquished by
euil , but by good conquer euil. Kem. 12,

X. Deteltarion of our pafled finnes.
Deu. .4 Rod and fcourge. The Motto: I
wil come prefently to thee, and remoue
thy candleftick out of it’s place , vales
thou doc pennance. e Apec. 2.

X 1. Propenfion of our wil to Good.
The Denice, . 4n Anchore. The Morto : T
haucinciined any ba to fulsl thy iufti-
fications for euer, Pfal 118.

X1i. Moderation of our paffions,
or the viQoric of temptaticns. Tke Deu.
oA ftrunz Lute. The Motto: Thy defire
shal be fubie& vato thee, and thou shalt
maifterit. Gen. 4.

The Coronides of she Zodiake Isa shors
difr.onrft ofxbt]carcitic of she Predeflinate.



THE FIRST SIGNE

OF
PREDESTINATION,

AR SanInternall light, which
‘ %{ beares for its DEVICE a
o burning Tapor The

N MOTTO  Luceing pedibus

mess verbam tunm , ¢ lumen [emiris mese,

Thy word s alanthorne to my fecte,

&alightvntomy pathes, By this lighe

we behould fo clearly | the manifold

benefits ofAlmighty God,the vanitie
of theworld, the fhore durance of our
liues, the filthy neile of finne,& the yza
nishing shadowes of 4] carthly plea-
fures , as at the firft glimpes chereof,
oncas.hallpxcfcntly conceinean ardene
longing , 1o depart towards-hcaucn,
adcry out with ¢he Kingly Prophet,
Sitidit anima mpg & My foule hach



Y. Sig. 2 Tue Cuistian
thirlted after God that liuing foun-
tayne ; O when shall I come and ap-
peare before the face of God » Muli
dicunt,quss oficnder nebis bona2 There are
many demaund who shall shew vs any
good , O God the light of thy counte-
nance isimprefs't vpon vs,and we will
walke in the light of that countenan-
ce of thine,

The fisi Paragraph.

T His. light of reafon which our
moft bountifull Lord inderiuing
from his owne countenance , hath
placed in the better part of man, is as
it were, our inward Guide & Inftruc-
tour. This is that ligle which not one-
ly diftinguisheth vs from beafts , but
euen impofeth a kind of ncceﬂit{c
vpon vs,to become liketo God. This
light imprintedin the mind of man, is
a kind of perperuall exhortation,
whereby-we ate cuer and anonc ad-
monished,net do that 1o others, which we
would not baue others todoto s foras
we deale with others , foarcwe to



ZODPIAKE. .;‘Pu.l.
expect, that others shoul_d deale “_11(5 B
vs, qud menfurd menfi fucrites remetietur I'n: 6.
wobss ; for which caufe weare neither
by openforce, not couerg pradtices, to
violate others, either in pointof their
fubftance,or reputation. By this light
we both perceiue all created things,
and alfo God our Creator, (though
darkly veyled )in full and intire pof-
feffion of themall, moft perfect, ble(-
fed, eternali | aburdantly fuficing
himfelf, and euery thing, the begin-
ning, middle, andtheend , inhabitin
an inacceifabic light as liberall as he
isrichof works, and guifts , whom j¢
cofts no more to performe any thing,
then his barely willing it, who is a]l
mercy & goodnefle, and yet withall,

a molt holy, feuere, and incorrupti-
bleIudge,and one who farr aboye
all flarterie, befides he s all Tuftice
whofe forme, & dimenfion s bcyond’
all expreflion admirablc, whofe like
Was neucr feene | nor cap cuer fall
vnd;r humane conceite and jyng 1~
haticn, to whom 3] beauty 9] com-
wefle compared, are byy meere day k.

A



1.51. 4 THe CHISTIAN

nelle , and contemptible shaddowes,
and yet to this moft loucly and ex-
quifite beatic, nothing can be more
gratefull , then to be beloued of vs.
"The fame light difcouers befides vnto
vs , the wonderous works of our
maker, the interchangeable dominion
of the night and day , the Maiefticall
face of heauen , brightly shining with
fo many ftarry eyes, theimmeafurable
iourneyes of the Sunne , and Moone,
the flowrie bofome of the carth, the
feas dreadfuil Empire , the feuerall
nations of liuing things, the wonder-
full increafe of fceding vegetiues, all
which proceed from Ged without the
leaft exercife or labour of his hands,
but he made them all by willing onely
they should be made.

Moreouer this light of faith and
reafon, demonftrates, thar the fupre-
me felicitic of man , confift’s in his
conforming himfelf as neere as may
be to his makers refemblance, for
that which moft refembleth , is cuct
moft gratefull, and certainly nothing
can adde more to an Images perfec=



zoD1 AKE. SP"".
tion,then a neere ﬁmilitudc to thepat-
terne from whence itwas drawne,
Which happinefle at laft we sha‘ll ar-
riue vnto , bat inanother countrie, in
another world , in the land of the
liuing.Nandum apparwit quid erimus & .
It is not as yet appavet ( ‘aythS. Tobn)what | | ;.
vwe shall be only th:s we know,*hat when he
appeares we shali becomelike vnro by 5 in
that we shall beb:uld him truely as be s,
Fromthe thought of this, fecoded by
refulgent light , the willconcciuesan
incredible content , hope raifeth vp
it's felf , to a moft eminent heighe,
and the affeQion mounts vp, ali ¢~
flamed voto Almightie God; for what
can be more rauishing fivect vito a
foule, then to confiderit's felf , the
liuely Image of o infinite a beautic,
and haue the affurance thar it i moft
_dcarc toit’s refemblance.But this light
Is nct {o bountiful of ivs rayes o
cuery one, for whichreafon the royall
I?rophn » who well knew by expe-
lience, that all were nor participant
of this cenfolation, doth congraty-

latewith himfelf yforfo higha prero- 7f g8
A 3 '



2, S;;g.

Baruch.
4.

P2y,

(1 Tue ChrRisT1AN

gatiue, Signatis eff fupexnos lumen vulius
1ei Domine,O Lord ( [ayth be) the light of
thy countenance is impre[fed on ws, thon haft
ginen me ioy inmybart | not in the harts
of cothers but in mine owne , and of
fuch onely ( Ochou foueraigne good-
nefle ) whomthou haft predeftinated
to cucrlafting life. For this we will
gladly walkn this light of thy coun-
tenance, and reioyce in thy nameall
theday long, for being deliuered out
of darkenefle, and rendred capable of
vnderftanding cuery day more, and
more of thy holy will, and by adearer
and ftreighter bond of alliance ynited
vnto thee, Beati fumus 6 1fraél ¢re. O
Ifvael bow. bleffed ave we ( fayth the
Prophet) 10 haue thofe things manififed
vnto s, which are pleafing to Almighty
God. And Iob when all both in hea-
uen and earth did {eemetoconfpirca
gaintl him , yot remcnbiing of this
lighe , was pot a litle comforted.
SP.'emIebat lucerna eiss [uper caput mewm
. His lampe ( [ayih be ) did shine oser
my bead, and | did walke 1 darkenes by
the light thereof: W berfore yor (fay ththe
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Ecclefiaftike ) who feare the Lord, lene
bim , and your barts shall be inlighmed.
Lux vefira in tenebyis orietar ¢rc. Lour f[f‘"- 4
light shall shine forth in darkeneffe and "5
our Lord shall beflowe vpon you a perpetuall
reft, and replenish your Sonles with fplen=
dours. Whereas if you once {eparate
your {elues from God , you will be
inuolwd in Egyptian darkenefle on
cuery fide : Nam error ¢r tenebra pecca-
toribus , concreata funt : for errour, and
darkenefle are ioyntly created with
wicked men.

The 1. Paragrapl.

T Aliadixerunt in Inferno i, qui pec-
caserunt. This was the dijcouife of
Jianers in bell, and tell me what was Wis. 5.
their difcourle & holy fpirit, for it
will appeare no vayne nor idle
curiofitie to be inquifitie what the
daimned fay in hell, and for vs who
ac {o couetous of newes what
ls.don_e in this King's Pallace , in
this Princes Court, to heare wh;t is
d<?nc in hell, if it be not vngratefull
willmuch leffe bevnprofitable, ¢f; y
"~ O» Clipe-

i
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cially fince thefe are no vncertayne
humours , fuch as commonly pafle
currant in reporting newes ; What
therefore are the difcomrfes of the
Wis 5. damned ? Ergo errauimns, 2 via veritatss,
& luftitie , lumen non luxit nobis. T bere-
Jere we baue erved (faythey) from the
Wway el oy b andihe l:ohr of Infl:ce bath
wot shingd vpon vs. Therefore we haue
erted ? This isthe confequence,but
where is the antecedent to it2 Venit
& fruamur Gonis , qua funt 3 vinopreciofo,
<& vagwento nos impleamus, &5 nepratereas
#os flos réporis, coronemus nos Rofis , ante-
quam marcefjant;nullum pratum fir , quod
won pertranfear luxuria noflra.Come ( {ay
they ) andlet s enioy thofe commodities
which are ; let vs take our fill of pretious
wine and [weet perfumes , and let vs nes
loofe the flower of our time ,ler vs crovne
on [elues with rofes beforeshey fade away,
ler no meddow be vatrauers’d by s iio-
reonfneffe. What could kine or oxendo
more, then inuitc one another in this
manner vato the flowry meddowes?
Andthis is the antecedencethey putin
the werld , voto the confequencs
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whichthey makein Hell. What mlfg-
rabchogickisthis?thrc they made
their antecedence , there they should
haue added theconfequence, & when
they fayd, come let vs enioy thofe comme=
diries which are , they ought inftantly
to haue concluded : T hereiore we baue
erred, fince citherwe mult do pennan-
ce in this life, or burne for it in the
next , this is a place to repent our fcl-
ucs of our finnes, and not to make no
end of finning,, we are rather now te
think of Crolles then delights , here
we are put to fight , we il exfped
to triumph in another place. Therefore
you haueerred, itis a good,and true con-
fequéce; but all too late, and the lighe
of Luflice hath not shined wpon you, and
whatis thislight of Tuftice » If jt be
Tuftice, as Turifts affirme , to afford
euery one his right, then isit likewife
aparte of Tuftice | to feta right value,
and efteeme on things , whence ghat
light ofour Soule » whereby we dif~
ecrne what account we are to make
of thcu.r » Is deferuedly fliled ¢he liglit
of lutkice , ous vaderflanding | and
¥
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this isthat which the damned (o la-
mentthey were dcpn'ucd of, Toiudge
of pleafant wices , to crowne their
hca.dCS with choyce garlands,to pleafe
their palats with exquifite fare , and
pucfue their pleafure through euery
pleafant groue , none were more
exaltly skill'd then they ; bue thatall
thefe p'eafures were no wayes to be

referred voto eternall ones,they wil-
fully choofe for to be ignorant of.
They were fo addi@ed to their vaine,
and ignominious paftimes , as all the
ioyes of the Blefled feem’d of finall
moment, but compared to them,they
affected fo paffionately their delicious
wines, their banquets , Rofes, and
voluptuoufneffe, that they cuerdared
to contemne the felicitie of heauen, &
made no account of all eternitie in
comparifonof that liberty of finning
which they had; but this was a moft
vniuft efteeme of things , as the light
of vaderftanding cuidently declares,
which teaches vsto prize eternitie at
fo high a rate ,as for its fake alonc to
defpifc all other things. Therefore yod



TODIAKER nPar. 3.

Lése errd , the euent doth plainely
shew it , and ihe light of Tuflice hatb n:t
shone vpon you , now it is too apparaut.
Many fhcrye are, who whil’ft they ob-
ftinately follow their dcpraucd yvaycs,
refufe viterly to learne what tisto go
aright_,but are content to be (o miflead
by their wilfull and gratfull Igno-
rance, and fuchasthefewere you, o
yee mifcrable wretches , wherfore
now cric, and howle, foryou arelike
cuctlaftingly to fing no other note,
but,ergo ervanimus, therfore we hane erved,
iberfore the light of Luftice harh not shined
wpon v:, This is the dicty of the damned
foules, this the mournefull fong they
fhall figh forth for all eternitie.

The 3, ?4ngnpb.

OCbriﬁims, therfore take heed,

that you depriue not your felues

of this fame heauenly light, 4, Barw b

,I..c,rd beflow Ypon vs by w%mt . nnﬁ :: Lo

“eurenour eyes , for by theleaft o;

ofthis light of vndcrﬁanding ,gitn:\fiﬁ
*Rohard matter o apprehend , thag
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lib. 1.
('anf-[.
10:

Serm. 3
de Cir
[g 1/ %
Domini

we are not to make mere account of
men then God ; of riches then of con-
{cience , nor to fet more by humane
fauour, then deuine ; that no pleafu-
re what{oeuer, is to be prefer’d to hea-
uen , nor thefe inftable things vnto
cteenallones. And truely fayes Sainét
Chrifoltome. He can find nothing on
earth ro beflow bis affetion on , whe bath
butonce [auoured o celefliall ihings,

This light of vnderftanding our
good God was pleafed fhould fhine
moft plentifully on Sainét Auftins
foule, when being aduifed (fayes he) 1o
make reflzxion onmy felf , I entred intothe
inmoft of all my felf , and there [aw With
fuchan aye , as my foule affordedme , the
snuariable lizht of God , which whofoesicr
kaswes, doth knew eternity, @ I pcrccim_d
.y [elf 10 be o farre eftranged from thee, in
aa vncouth land ;and not m;ch vnlike
to this lizht of vndetltanding ', was
that ligh? of deuotion , of which S.
Bernurd {peaketh, Befeech for thy felf
(fayeshe) the light of dewstion 4 bright
[unniday, togither with 4 fabaoth M;Zf-
pufe of mind 5 where like an old foudicr
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priwileg’d withreft , for bis long fernice,
thonmay'ft paffe ewer all the labeurs of t.b)
life , without amylabour at all, in running
with a dilated havre the way of the com-
mandements of God , whenceit will arrine,
that ,what at firft thos vnderwentft with
force, and bitterneffe of mind | thow shalt
afterwardsperforme withmuchweemeffe,
andconfolation ; to which I'kewife the
royall Plalmift inuites vs , where he
fayes. Accedite ad eum | & slluminamini.
Taftand behould the fweernc (fe of our Loyd.
And this is the delightfull light of T/ 33
heart | that flame burning with the
very fpirit of pleafure , which God
makesvs cuery day more , and more
partakers of, and with propertion to
this lighe inkindled in oyr bofomes,
?O_d,who is incapable of 4| augmen-

ition , and euery wayes immenfe,

doth yet after 2 wonderous manpey
Feceue increafe himfelf,
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Thil, 1.

14 Tue CHRrRIsSTIAN

RGBT

THE SECOND SIGNE OF
Predeflination.

S areadinefle to dic , which is fi-

gnyfied by adead-mans {cull, with
thele words; Coartdor € diicbao defiderium
babens diffolui, ¢ effe cum Chrsfte; Lamin
denbtberwixirwo , baning 4 DESIRE
tobe diffolued | andbe with Chriff, Et vos
fimiles eftore bominibus expetlantibus De-
minum fuprm & ¢, and be you (faycsour
fauiour) like to men awayting their
Lord athis returne from fome Nup-
tiall feaft, that when he comes and
knockes, they may ftreight-wayes
open vnto him, Then fayth §. Grego-
ric, it isthat our Lord doth knock,
when by vifiting vs with any gricuous
ficknefle , he denounceth vnto vs
thatdeath is neere athand , and then
we readily open vnto him, when we
entestaine his fummons, withafrend-
ly welcome : That guiltie perfen

makes fmall haft to open the Iudge
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thedoore , who dares not iffue out ’
of his bodyes prifon to mecte with
bim, neither canhe withany fecuritie
behould his countenance, whom he
knowes he hath affronted in fuch
voworthy manner,whereas he, whom
his hopes and a&tions haue tender’d
fecure, will prefently open vots him
when he knocks, he will beglad , and
take it for an honour that he call’s
him , and be cheerefull cuen in the
mid'f} of teares, in confideration of his
furare recompence, Why thendo we 2. 5.
ot defire (with the Apoftle) to be
diffolued and be with Chrift » fecing
“tis cuery wayes bereer » then to liue
hete prolenging of our wofull ban.
nithment, I¢ is impoffible that he
thould die il » who hath liued wel]
neither on the contraric, that he Pi- 19
{hould die well > Who hath liged ill,

and what is our Jife » Which we are (o

fearfullto be deprived of » butafcene

of mockeries > 2 fea of inife

where , jn whye thip focl::c:ry:vs;
cr’x_:barkc our felues,, whether decked
With gould , flyer > and pretions
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ftones, or but fimple woodall’sone,
ther’s no auoyding of the fwelling
waues , of being often dafhed again(t
the oppofite rocks,& oftner grounded
on perilous flatts, and fholes. Happy is
he who hath paffed this dangerous
fea, happy he who is fafely landed
in the hauen , and hath no more
reafon to complaine, whochancesto
die beforche is well firucke inyeares,
then one for coming too foone to his
iournyes end. Why then fhould we
feare dcath which is bue the end of our
Jabours, thic beginning of ourrecoii-
pence. Itis the Tudgement of God
vpon al fleth, which nonein former
ages could eucr auoyd,nor euer willin
any enfuing times, all muft follow as
many as went before , and we arcall
borne on this condition ,for to tend
thither , where enery thing muft goe.
Deathisthe end of all, to many,a re-
medy, and cuery good man’s wiflh, as
being to the Predeftinate, no other,
then 2 deliurance from all payncand
gricfe, and the vtmoft bound beyond
which no harme of theirs canaduance
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apace, What madnefle then wercitit
vs , to oppofe our {clucs to {fuch an
ynierfall decree of Almighty Gods,
toxefufe to pay a tribute, thatis duely
exa@ed of cueryone , & pretendtoan
cxemption that is granted to none?
How much more {ublimeisthe Chri-
ftian Theology, whichteachethvsto
make lifethe fubic& of oui patience,
and death of our defises. The fwann if Slin.de
we will belicue Solinus, liues eucr mirat.
groaning and forrowfull , and only ™«nd-
Hings , and reioyces vpon the point
of death | and {o it becometh the ele@

to doe , who are to departe to the
fruition of an endleflc ioy. So did that

“.hxtc aged fwan holySimeon,welcome
lus.aproaching death with this me-
lodious fong. Nanc dimitris 8. New

o Lord , rhew difmiffet thy feruant hence ir:
peace,and why then thould we lament

;_vhcn this_ poore cottage of ours doth

all to ruine ) s if wewere ignorant

that when this howfe of earth

habitation here » decayes God, y?:l]i-
Prepare vs a better one in heauen, a

oule not made by b
. nands,but -
ingone, Yy ,0ut ancuer
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The firfl Paragiaph.

W Hofoeuer lyes in a hard | and
paynefull bed, makeslittle dif-
ficultie torifc a any time, only the
fecke excufes and delayes , who Iy
lazing in their fofteft downe, and are
vowilling to forgoe their warmer
oeftes, Is thy life irkfome to thee;
I truft thenthou wilt not beforry to
ﬁaﬂ'c to a better one ; haft thou thy
cart’s content ? in my opinion then
’tis high time forthee, to clofevpthy
dayes , before thy profperity ouer-
whelme thee ( asit hath many more)
with fome difalt’rous ruine at the laft;
Wherefore { fayes Tertullian ) we are
no wayes to feare that whieh fecureth
vs from all other feares, God deliuers
that man from a long torment , to
whom he allowes but ashort tearme
of life, which confidcration madethe
holy Martyr§ (yprian, when the Em-
perour Valerian pronounced this
Sentence againft him : We command
that Thracins Cyprian be executed by the
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;to lift vp his hands and ey

{Z’ oI:fauten ,and Ec’hcrcfully anfweare,
Ged be euer prayfed , who vouchfaferb to L de
deliver me frem the fetters of this bady of h’”
mie. S. Ambrofe could not but won- —
derat fome , who whenthey were to
die, would rather expet till they
were thruft out by force , then 1eaus
their bodyes prifon willingly , and
what is there inthis world, and life
fayes he, but firife, with anger , luft,
and gluttonic, and the like, Of the
fame opinion was S, Chryfoftome y,, .,
whea hie demaunds: O man what csft <4 Coiof.
thou fay ? Thou ast inuitedto a king.
dome, tothe kingdome of the Sonne
of God, &art thoufo ftupid to ftand
shrugging at it like a ]a;y ﬂuggard,
and doubt whether thoy fhouldft ac-
ceptof itor no? If thoy wer't daily to
expofe thy felf for fuch a fortuneto 2
thoufand deathes, oughteftthoy nog
fo encounter with them ] } And
whil't thereis nothing, thou would'it
Bot attenpt o gainefomcpe(ty Prin.
cedome on the carth | wilt thoy flot
outdare athoufand words, v ilt thoy
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notleape into the fire , to becomea
ioynt~inheritour with the only Sane
of God? Nay outofa too inordinate
loue vnto this body of thine, thon
do’ft euen lament , and weepe for to
be taken hence, and cling’@t votothe
poere commoditics of this prefent
life; canit be that death should appea-
re vato thee fuch 2 honid thing
Without doubt the negligence , and
pleafurc , thou liv'ft inis the caufe
thereof , for thofe who liue'in mife-
tic, defire nothing more then to be
freed ; from the thrall of luing | and
fly away to reft. My thinks we can
be compared to nothing more fitly,
thento birdsflaggish yong ones,who
by their good wills would neuerleaue
their ncftes, and yet the longer they
abide in them, the more faynt, and
vnwildy they become , and with

ood reafon 1 compare this prefent
life to fuch a neft , whofe belt ma-
terialls are ftraw , and duft, for (hew
me your moft magnificent Pallaces,
and ecuen thofe Courts of Frinces
which fhine the brightcft with bur-
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nish't Gould ; and pretious ftones, o
and 1 will account them nothing fu-
periourto the {wallowes neft , fince
at the firlt approach of winter you
thal behould them all come drop-
ping downe.

Eucen (o (S, Chryfoflome thew genle
den Ovatour ) cuen {oit is, at laft they
mult all fall indeed, and we for com-
pany, and for the moft part they are
the {afeft who get fooncftdowne. In
which regard the Wifeman congratu-
lates with the Tuft, that he was raui-
shed away before malice had infe&ed
his vnderltanding , and the Angels fo
fharpely reprehéded him, who fheyed
fuch vawillingne(fe o die ; You AW
feard b2 fuffer ( fayd he ) and will mu'; :
part, what shall I do vwish o 2 HQ-
hath no faith ef the fatare Rycfu. :
tion, who makes no fpeed to a bruc.
lrllf'_e[.1 Ifhour‘goufc threatned s ;rt::c[:

10¢, should we 1
fcntly 2 Ifour shi;:;ti;nt;lcmy%u’ oy
altormy § L mudd Tt of

tmy Sea, should bejn dgu,
making wracke would dungerof
gingwishes be a]] feton ;lot o oo
and: In this
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world we heare the fearfall cracks of
ruinescuery where, the dreadfflroa-
ringofftormes & tempefltes oneuery
fide,and why then do we not feeke to
make for land? W by do we notretire
our {elues voto our heauenly Father
for our fecuritie , where all our deare
friends expet our coming , fecure of
theirowne fafety , folicicous of ours?
O happy dead,who dicin our Lord, in
that they reft in his bofomeasif they
dyed , andin that dilightfull flumber,
do dieno otherwife, thenif they went
to reft. So S. Stewen in the mid’ft of
fuch a violent fhower of ftones , of
A#. 7. fach a noyfe and murmure of thofe
which ftoned him , did notwithftand-
ing fall a fleepe in our Lord , asthe
o it fcripture teftifyeth Tkhe like omr
Sauiour himfelf affirming of Lazar#,
Deut.34 whom helow'd fowcll , Lagarus am:-
cus nofler doymit ; fo Msyfes the holy
feruant of Almightie God at his ap-
pointment dyed , and euen as atendet
motherkifles her child that’s fieeping
in her armes, and with dearecmbraces
layeshimdowne toreft, (o there wants
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not fome who affirme, that paffage of
feripture to beare fuch a fenfe as if
God fhould haue taken Laxsrus , ll‘fc
afleeping infant in his armes , andin
mid'ft of his tender kiffes, and jmbra-
cements , lay"d him downe in
Abraham’sbofore, as ina bed toreft, [ 126,
forfo , cum dederit diletts fiss fommum, -
ecce biereditas Domini 5 when be hath layd
bu belowed to fleep | behould ( he bew
ftow’son him ) his inheritance; chrice
happic are fuch dead as thefe , of
whom the fpirit can fay; from hencefovth
Bow they veft from theiy labeurs | for-their .
workes follow them , no otherwife then Api.g
feruants do their Lord, children their
Parents, Noblemen their Princes, and
attend vpon them egen o the very
:ﬁronc of GOd-Tflcy viher, & condug

cm vito God’s {upreameft Court,
wh.crc heuer any artendants voder
Shfu' l::mk and digx_xitic are admiteed
n;w °[°Cll$l' thenjs predeftinated ¢o

taure hath | o5 |

- nowing thae ¢h
“anariue yneo j¢ by o

noother way,And
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fuchaone who s alwayes prepared to
dic, will keepe himfelf in appetite by
fuchlike difcourfes as thefe.

The 2, Parag.

W Hy should I feare to die 2 tis but

to go the way which my fathers
went before, nay more, the common
beaten roade of cuery thing , what
priuiledge is this, which I alone of
all others doe pretend vnto, when I
do shunne to die2 Had I not better
do thar willingly , which I muft do
whether I wilor no? fincethe perfor-
mance is light of that which is wil-
lingly vndertaken , and neceflitie
giues place where our will becomesa
partie. Rather why should I not im-
brace that willingly , by benefit of
which T shall ccafe to be*mortall,
which I haue vnwillingly been fo
long, I receiued my body vpon no
other condition , then to reftore it
back agayne, and am to rcﬁqrc it for
noother end then to refumcitagayne

to my morc commoditic. 1 baue
beenc
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been detayned hicherto from be-
houlding, of my God, onely by the
tardinefle of my death, whichisbut
the forerunser of thatbetter life, and
that day which{o many and in fcare
of, asthelaft of all theitlife , is bue
the birth day of an eternall one; and
Itakeit nowayes heauily , that the
Sunne fetts vpon me here , fince 1
cxpet the dawning of a lightagaine;
which oeaer fhall be obfeured b yany
gloowy night. O how gladly fhall
Timbrace that day , which {hall af
figneme my habitation , and replant
meinaParadife,deliver’d from hence
and loofned from thofe bonds which
@ﬂayn'd mehere fo long 2 I am nog
ignorant thar I fland guiltie, and
conuiGed of many crimes , bue thy
merey o my God, is an Ocean ,and 3
boundide fea : into which death
gl;”?c[n_o readier to Precipitate me

» Ot thisturfe of carch | whereon ¢

Iand, thealto commic my fcifyaro
}}m ,"fﬂ bofome of deare afea . 26
Aahle:tapcriod toallt! '

_ ¢ mifesies of
By mortall life, o God that dca?h
B
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would mend i'ts pace; It can nener
come (o fodainely {o at vpawares, as
not to find me ready , anddefirous to
gooto reft, 1 am ot fuchan Enemy
ofrepofle,to be forry when a holy
day comes , which may bring with
it a ccation from troubles,and aflic-
tions, but will rather reioyce for fo
good an oportunitie , of fhutting vp
this wretched fhopp of life, fraught
with fo many and innumerable mife-
rycs ; to f{hake off the heauy yoke
of death , and fortune, and begin
withaday which fhall neues end in
night, O whathappy tidings willic
be to heare,that my king call’s forme
out of this prifon wherel ai, and
rankes me in aftate of higher digni-
tic. Openbut thecage vnto 2 bird,
and there will be no need tochafeit
outbut it will fiy out of #s owne
accord: Euen fo 1 will willingly iffuc
forth into thole afure playncs , as
onc who long fince , haue beene
cuer clovd with life , teuching the
place, or howreof my dcat}‘l » 1 am
nothing  folicitous , let him who
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made me difpofc of me as he pleafe,
his will fhall be both the rule of life,
and deach tome, neither can 1 expe@
any thingof him , who is a.ll gOOC_i-
neffe, but the beft. And isic not in
the potters hands, as well to frame
the veffell on his a@iue wheele . as to
new mouldit, ific feeme good vnto
him : Tam a veffell of that ‘grcar pot-
ters making,and what reafon haue 1
to-complayne, if he who made me
pleaie to vomake me , of to fpeake
more propeslic , to make me new
againe , and rendes mehappy , who
was miferable before? Is he pleas’d
to hauc me live ? then ] will liue
as long asit pleafes him: thac Ihould
die 3 I will not defjee to haue my
death ref] piteda moments i pace; both
my beginning . andending are who-
ly d‘P'f"ding onis hely will, Whe.
ore 1 willnot onely embrace willin-
gly,bue allo gladly whatfgayer he

Mibs Viyere Chrifius e

il ’ Pbﬂ. l:
sfor Yntome 19 Liue 35 Cbriﬂ )

iodiei:g.tyne Ioucthee om
1€ 45 £y ne, » 0y moft
wiable God , and defice yetto loue
By
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thee more ardently ; O that my heare
might wholy melt awayin the flame
of {uch a loue , fince nothing can
make me happy beflide thy f(elf. And
when, and where. O my God, {hall
Itake my flighchence vnto thee 2 I
will follow thee , o moft louing Fa-
ther , and ac neerer diftance thou
fhalt callme , the more readily I will
abey thy call.

The 3.Parag,

His feeling he hath of death;

who defises to be tranfported
voto heaugn, and live with Chrift,
neither is this fuch an vacouth thing,
for as a Phifitian (fayes Theop.)when
he perceiues his patient to haue an
auerfion from the food and Phifick
which he doth prelcribe, doth firlt
take an afay ofthemhim felf, w© in-
courage his patient to anappetite; fo
Chrift vouchfafed to taft firft of
deach himfelf, that Chriftians mighc
haue no horrour of dying after him,

And whythen deareChyiftid though
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thou bee'lt of natare neucr fo timo-
rous at the apprehenfion of death,
wilt thou not put onfucha refoln-
tion, asthat which 1haue fet before
thineeyes , and withan affured and
vodanted mind, burft forth into thefe
exclamations ? Calicem [alutarem accs- TR
},[gm y € nomen Domini inuocabo. | *
Will receine the [auing chalice , and
1nuoke the name of our lord. 1 cannot

deny buttisa bitter one, yet it is no

other then that which my Saviour
drunke of vato my health , vpon his
bloody Croffe , and left to me to
pledge, 1tig no other then thar farall
cupot death , which Chrift dranke

out of his owne free ele®ion , and all
othcr.s muft drink of ineuitable ne-
ceflitie, and whythen fhould I alone

refufe it 3 All whofe lives haue 2 be.
ginmng , muft likewife have an end

but' to begin aftefh a life anajn’
which neuer fhall haue end, Wﬁat ;

vayne feare then is this that flace)” .

me ? wh s

what 2 filly penfiuenefle ¢h
;Cm.pts. ny conﬂancy 2 Calicem "
“ditmihi Pater , ¢re, ang fhall ’]
B3

Heny
not
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drink of the Chalice , which my fa-
ther hath preséted me withall, which
Chrift him(elf hach drunke of to me,
and fill'd me out againe, am I a mot-
tall man, and fhall 1 not learne to die?
Alexander lying once dangeroufly
ﬁ.ckc, fome of his friends more fo-
licitous then needed for his health,
aduifed himto beware of Philip his
Phifitian , as one who had 2 defigne
to poyfonhim, The king the nextti-
me the Phifitian vificed him , with a
porion he had preparedto adminifter
yntohim , did mo more but receiue
the potionin ene hand , and reach
him out in the other the letter to
read, conteyning the aduice which
his friend had given him, and whil't
he prepared himf(clf to drink it off,
he ftedfaitly regarded the Phifitians
face , tonote whether inthereading
thercof Le mighe difcouer any fignes
of gayltinefle,but perceining the ino-
cencie of the man, from the conftan-
cicof his countenance , witlLout ary
moredelay he dranke it vp. In this
mannet receiving that cupp which
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Chrift my onely Phifitian & Sauiour
hath ordeyn’d , and prefented me
withall , tocaft me into a profound,
and quiez fleepe, T will faften my eves
vpon my Phifitian whitft 1 drink it
off, 1 will ftedfaftly regard the coun-
tenance of my crucifyed Lotd , whe-
tein 1 fhall read wricten inliuely Cha-
raCters , the countenance of thac fifi-
nite loue he beares me , and with a
conftant and vnapaled mind ‘will 1
drisk it vp 1 which will conferre (o
much the more of health,the more af-
{c&icnately 1 fhall welcomeit, and
thus (deare Chri{%ian) dcdth when ;t
ariucs, will ealely be overcorne, if be.
ore it ariues , we arme our felues
againft the feare ofi, by often reuol-
ving it io our memoryes,

B 4
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S EREEA

THE THIRD SIGNE
of Predeflination,

IS the frequent vfc of thekoly Sa-
cramens of Céfeflion and Cdmu-
nion, which is expreft by the Gol-
den PIX ofthe Sacred Eucharift,the
- words; #ic eft Panis de celo defeendens,
¢ fi quisex1plo manducauerss non mo-
riaiur. Ttisf{ayd ofthe ancient Chiis
ftians,chat they perfcuered in the do-
&rine of the Apoltles,and comma.
nion of breaking bread, and it hath
Leen pioufly obferued, that with
proportion , as this cuftume grew
cold in the primitine Church, (o ctheyr
feruour of fpirit, the fyrc of Charity,
and counfequently a'l (an&ity decayed.
Itis wonderfull how the diucll be-
flirs him Lere , and whart plots the
crafiy Enemyhath on foote, to diucrt
as many as is poflible from the fre-
quent vfe of the holy Eucharift. What
barrs deth he not fet in our way,
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what pretentions, what impediments
doth he not deuifc to hinder vs’Now
he fuggefts vntovs doubts inpomt_ of
faith which when he fees vs wich
a kind of horrour toreie& , he then
perfwads vs to abftavne for reveren.
cefake , or wouldmake vs belicue,
that wee fhould find the more guf?
in it the more fcldome wee frequent
it. 1f this do rot take, he propofes
to our imitation the exemple of fome
(otherwife gaod Chriftians ) who
1n this are nothing (oaffiduallas they
quphs , then he ohic@s what men
will fay, and what offence they may
conceiue therat, now he will vefter
youwithaworld of bufipefle | rc-vw
flore you with plenty of ftrange co-
gitations, and (crupels of confcicnce,
and'now agamne feg you at murual
1arres with others, whilfi he blowes
the coales of hate and diffention, He
renders ones minde dry ard arice
an.d' foak@ out of it 3] goft of
.fpmu}al'. r.h:ngs, and othecstronkle
B i ot sthing i
~ZIE 2 AIome vnto it then to put

v
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imfelfein way of preparation to the
holy Sacraments : In a third, if he can
preuaile no other way, he mufters
vp whole troups of extrauagant
thoughts, that foatlealt he may.cx-
clude him from this facred banquer.
Some other there are agayne w?lom
he deceaues vader I know not what
religious pretext, and perfwads them
at leaft todiffesr it, though not to
omitt it quite :and thus the wicked
impoftour. coignesa thow(and fallc
pretences, and {hifts,, to differr from
day 10 day the frequentation ofthe
holy Sacraments , and heapes delay
vpon delay, addes purpofle to purpole
apoints-this day,then the next whilft
in the meane tyme both weeks,
months & yeares are pafled ouer by vs
without repayring vntoout maker,
vnlefle itbe very rarely , and then to,
enly of force, and necefliric.

The firft Parag,

2
L. 34. ET ceperunt omnes [imul extufares

and chey béganall togrcule them
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fctues. Thishad bought a tarme,rh‘vs
a yoke of oxen,that other was newiy
marryed , {o that none is at leafure to
repaire to Chrilt, but cxamine thefe
excufes, and for all theyr fayre gloile,
you wil find themn meere fcncclclfe_
ones, for what were it, for onc o
vs , forafhort howers {pace to leauc
his cares at his farme, his oxen in the
ftable, and his wife ai home , and
apply our feluesto that which foneer-
ly concerneth our Saluvation ; It wec
were requelted <o prune a vinvard,
or to till the ground, we mighe with
good reafon chooferather to fleepe at
home , then worke a broad : Bur
when we are inuited to 2 banquere,
to be guefls of our Saviour Chritt,
where onr food is to be no other then
himfelfe | to excafe our felues, and
l":f”r‘”"gmﬂlewcsa moit rulticall
behauiour, and {peaksvs eyther cx-
treamly nndd , or impndent, We

fhould appeare right Adams offprir g,
if we {hun'd God Almighzys Gighr,
when he were angry

v bur o avovd
fm thus, when oy of his orea
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mercy he behoulds vs with fo gra-
clouseneye , when he calles , and
loningly inuites vs to his table , fo
richly furnifhed with all celeftiall ra-
rityes, is the part of brure beafts and
notof men, But to fer off our excufe
witha fayrer colour , we pretend
nothing dithoneft, orlcile becoming
vs, as theft , adultery , orthe like,
bue excufe our offence and negli-
gence with as fayre pretences as can
be imagined.For what harme is there
fay you , in matrimony, and the foli-
citude of our domefticall affayres, in
buving castel, purchafing of land:
and what good can there be in thefe,
when once they auert vs from the
foueraignft good of all , from our
fouls faiuations : We are{o to cherifh
our bodyes as our {founles receane no
d:criment the while, {o to purchafe
land, as notto dcprine our fciues of
Heauaen ; when we ateinuited to this
great (upper, we ought prgfeml{lto
go, layinga fide the carc ot allother
things , no thought of ourfafmcs,
our 0Xen, Of OUL Wilcs, N0 @FE?EQE
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ofany bufincfle ought tointerrupt vs
then , when we entertaine difcourfe,
atthis royall banquct with the'kmg
of Angells,but allo many many times,
we become fo impudent as not to be
afhamd’ toanf{were flacly | non poffum
Yemre > 1 cannot come , and what
is thatbut to fay , 1will not come; Oh
deare Chriftians , is shis the way
thinke youto obraine his fauour? ;-
ferable as we are, and to none more
iniurious theo to our felues » whatis
this but to fly from the fyre , whea
we freezefor cold , to abufe our Phifi-
fan when wely defperatly fick | the
more needing his helpe, theleilc fene
fible weare of our owae infirmitie,
and to haue e (weet and delicious
mannain loathing, whilft we' paffio-
natly long after Garlicke and onyons,
God formerly Ognified ving the
people of Ifracll by Moy fcs,thar thcy
fhould gather manna cuery day, ex.
cepe the Sabzoth, op which the
wereappoyited o r; ke therr reft,
t‘hns }_101 “ Sacrament 15 our mannj, by
Blinic degrees more exccllony they
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theirs which we may take our fill of
during our terme of life , till the Sa-
baoth of death inuite vs to our reft.
But whatdo we the while, but imi-
tare our firfl parent, for as he ( fays
Gerlon ) not cating of the tree of life
whilft he might , was afterwards
ioftly punifhed in being debard to
cate of jr, wehen he defiredit 2 Sowe
behaue our felues (o faftidioufly} as
we will not appreach vnzo this holy
refe@ion, whillt we may, bur whiift
we gladly accept of the leaft inuita-
tic toan others bord,we neucr come
to this of our Sautour,but very rarely
and much againft our will’s. Weare
negligent in nothing fomuchasinthe
point of our Saluation, in this weare
only careles , ip other things we arc
vigilant enough. For this refpedt
God (in thefe words fends vs to
Prow.6. {chole vntotbc Aut, V{de ad formicam
=TT o piger, o difte fapiensiam. Go o thow
wg gard ynto the ant and learne wisdome
of ;t. This little Creaturce cantg!l only
byinftin&t of nature , thar winter 1S
no fi fcafonto make prouifien in,and
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therfore it prouids its felfe of foode in
the fummer , which it hoords vp till
then , how farr more diligent ought
we to be thenthey,fince our Sauiour
commending vnto vs this food of im_~
mortalicy , doth affirinethat, s7 guis
manducauerit ex boc pane “viuet inctere
num, If any shall eaie of this bread he
shall liue eternally :- Wherfore thofe
who are predeftinated to this eternal!
life, newer ceafe to make vrouifion of
this vitall food , againft the winter
ofenfuing death , and this was his

ntent who bequeath’d this Sacra-
mentvnto vs, not onlyto be ador'd,
but alfo to nourifh vs » and as we
mayntaine our bodyes health |, b
duly receauing of onr corporall food |
whoortherwife by that patural] heate
which is predominane in vs fhonld
be confum‘daway » {o Lkwife the
_foule by repayring often to this food
Is confera’din life | which otherwife
;_vouldf be diﬁtoyfi by the impure
“7:'; ?Su’s Concnprc.cncc; Hence i
3t Saine Innocentiys (, carcfully

nonthes vs , 10 1ake heede Jeaft
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by differring too 16g the reccaving of
this holy Sacramét, we might incurre
the danger of afpiricuall death..And
Saint Hilarion to the fame cffe@, itis
to be feard’ (fayes he)leaft thofe whe
farre abfent thé felues frem the body
of Chrift, be likwife farreeftranged
from theyr {aluation;For who {ocuer
abftains from (ynning , ceafeth notto
communicate , but thisis that which
we defire , this is but our common
impediment, we rather choofe to
abltaine from holy communion , then
from finne , and will [ooner leane of
to frequent thig table , then our
lewd behauiouf. Euen this way
which of all others our faviour
inented as the moft fweet and fh-
cacious,we cinot be broug'm to cot-
re& our manners, & amend our liues.
We. beliend’ the lying ferpent af_ﬁr-
ming tovs, we fliould bccom'c like
to God ,and yet hardly credit our
{auiour the truth it felfe, who affures
g5 that by cating of this food ,; we
fhall be changed into him , Que man=
ducat meam carnem C- babut mewm [4ny
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gwinem in me manes € efo in es, Out
Saaiour Chrilt appoints vs to te-
ecane this Sacrament in memory of
his death , and who can doubt buthe
commends withallthe oftenfrequen-
ting it, yet we who on the one fide
cannotbut approne his ordinarion as
molt inft, onthe other tranfgrefle it
by our tardy reoceauing it; Allthe
holy fathers commend moft ezrnefily
vato vs the frequent vfe of this holy
mylterie,and we attribute much vnto
tiieir counfaile and auchorityes, but
WOIC ¥Oto our owne wvitlous incling.
tions; we hane many Saine-like and
Loly men for guides , we fee 1he
Jizhts of their good examples , but
vl oot follow them,
The fecond Parag,

IF asoftenas one receaved the Bd.

Sacrament he fhould improue by
fome great fome of mony his tem po-
12ll eftate, there were noneed 1o .
fuade any o frequent ic oft, none but

wonld be fenfible etugh of fuch
folden  reafons , nay, rwould be
twher requifite to take fome ordes ¢o
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reprefle the mulkitude of communi-
cants,then to inuét motiucs toincite
themforto come. Mifcrable blind-
nes ' we fee gold, and are taken
with it , and we dilpife the hidden
treafures of the Eucharift, only be-
caule we doe vot confider them, And
winat is all che gold in the world, bue
alittleduft, compardto this peerles
Icwell , which no lining creawre
can value toits worth 2 This facred
Eucharilt hath power toabolifh ve-
niallinns , prote€ts vs from mortall
ones, it encruates the vitious propen-
fions of the mind , enlightens out
voderftandizg, excitares our wil, fe-
reneth our confcience , armes vs
againft the affaults of the Encmie,
inables vs to with{tand aduerfity , de-
fends vs from falling in profperity,
and aarcfully dire@s not 1o faile in
going right. This holy Sacrament
gives vs a pledge of futare glory and
withall, begetsin vs a contemp¥ of
death, and adefire of heauen, the mo-
deration of our paffions, ahorrour 0
finne, aloue of vertue, anentire ¥
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ory oucr our (elues , and pe_tfcuc-
race in good, Bur you wil fay
perhaps my mind is {o arrid , vaine,
tepid, an defild, as T euen trcmbl.c
to repayre vntoit. This exculationis
eyther cuill ornoneatall , the more
of thefe imperfeQions thou difcoue-
reft inthy felfe, the more necellary
itis thou fhouldft frequent this holy
Sacrament. s thy mind polluted?
make haft then vnto this Sacrainent,
waich is the verie fountaine of puri-
ty. Att thou ill difpofd 2 it is a foue-
raigne remedie , an approued antido-
te againft all che difeafes of the mind,
Arcthoua hungry:behouldihe bread
of Angells, Art thoy benum*d with
cold2 make fpeed yugo it,it is an ardée
fire, Dothine encmies moleft thee >
take courage,this Arfenall wil furnifh
thee with all foges of wcapons to de.
fend thy felfe, Art thou forrow fy[
andalficteds this j that wine whic},

ects the hares of men. Doft thog
¢ ofren dainties >

where 10 be found, by, here in thig

Quet,, the repaft of kings, Dop
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thou lorg to bein heaven ? here thy
chargesaredefrayd , here thou wile
be fornifht with farr better provifion
for thy iourney , then Eliss was tra-
uailing towards mount Horeb, 1f che
very touch of our faviours garment
could ftop a bloody fluxe , what di-
feafe’is there, which the rouch of his
facred body cannot cure 7 Bat I am
vnworthy you wil replyagaine,who
approach too often to this facred
communion which 1 can neuer recea-
ne with reverence enough. Deare
Chriftians fos hisbleffed fake) let vs
not intitle our want of reverence to
our flouthfullnes , belicue S. Thomas

Par. 3. that AngelicalldoGour , melsus off ex

g 80 4. amore accedere quam ex timore abfiinere.

10.4d 3. it is better to repaire vnto it out of

lib. 5.de |01 chen to abftaine for fearc , and

Sacra. : . N wvord

c. 4. lib. S. Ambrofe interpreting thefe words

4. de ofour Sauiour panem noffrum quotidis-

Sacra. nums danobis bodse,of theB,Sacrament;

cap 6. TIfic be our dayly bread (fayshe) why
is it a yeare before you receauc It , xa-
ther why doe you ot reccauc that

dayly , whichdayly wil profit you,
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Kue {0 as you may worthily receaueic
cuctieday , for he whois voworthy
to receaue it euery day, wil not be
worthy toreceaucic once aycare.And
inanother place if our Sauiours bleod
(fays he ) as oftenasit s fhed is {hied
for the remiffion of finnes, I oaght
allwaiesto be receauing,that allwaies
my fiones may be remitted mie, and it
behoues me who euer finne, tc be euer
prouiding me of aremedie. Gennadius
Mar[dienfis fay's , I ncyther prayle ..
nordif] pra{fc the cuﬂom); ofcofnrni.:- L. &
nicating eucrie day, but this I would Ecclef,
aduife and caunfaile al} ro communi- cap. 3.
catc cuery Sunday, allwaies prouided
thatwecome with no determinare

will of finning any more , which

kind of preparation is more eafil y
pt_efcribed » then the riddance of our
mind of all affc Qi 1o any vitiou{nes,

thac s, neaer therafrer to offend God

more , for certainly he {hould thew

himfelfe veryvogratefalltowards hig

waker , who would uo at leaft have

aw1llfor his fake neucr ro flaire hig

@n(tience withany' finne, for (oq.
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ching fuchas thofe,the Maifter of the
fealt with good rcafon proles’d, dico
Yobis q-0d nemo Virorum iliorum guﬂd-
bit cenam mean. | {ay vnto you , that
none of tnofe men fhall taft of my
fupper. Butalaso lord, arethey not
the telfe fame men w.orcfufed toraft
of thy {upper,and colt chounow de-
cree it in punitumér of their offence?
Eucn (oitls , thar which they defre,
is their owne rarment N and what
wickednes they volunrarily imbrace,
is nothing e¢ls but their owne pu-
pifhment. Samaria being opprefied
with chemifery of a greuous famine,
the Proph. Elizcus foretold that fhor-
tly they fhould fee the price of corne
incredibly abated ; wherupon one of
the Satrapiin deriding his Prophecy,
51 nubes Krcgmmiﬁmg frumenti pluant
nunquid sdeo farina tam Vilis eripretijt
If the cloudes , faid he, fhould be
grear with corne and raine it downe
vpon vs, yet it would neuer be fold
at foc vile aprice; to whom Elizeus
anfwered : Thou shalt fee 8 with thy
oWne eyes bus shale not eai of it and fo
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so.came o pafle , This is right the
panifhment of many in thefe dayes,
they fee plenty of chis heauenly bread
but ncuce talt of. Thou beholdit,
otepid Chriftian , this facred bread
clcuated in time of holy mafle, but
fhalt not talt of 1t | thou feeft it in
the ftreers caried for the confolation
of the fick , bat fhalt not ralt of it,
thou {ecit them commuuicating in
eucry Church where thou com’t of
this bioly food, but fhalt not taft of it,
Thou art excludcd from this table
for noe other reafon , but becaufe
thou cxcludell chy felfe, '

Thethird Paragraph.

Sforthe Predeftinated to be de-
Aprived long of this bread of life,
thiey like true fonnes of God inter-
Preticasa figne of their fachers high
difpleafure, & indignation, farre they
are from pegleting any occafion of
recetuing it for they are not ignorant
with how great and fatherly a pro-
uidence Almi ghty Godhath prouided



2.58.48 Tue CurRistIAN
for euery feuerall creature their pro-
per food,Eagles pray on lefler fowle,
the Whale devoures the leffer fifly the
Lyoos other fauage beafts , Horfcs
and more domeftik catcell feed vpen
oates and haye, and for man; biead
growing on the earthis ordeined for
food of fuch as haue no higher am-
bitionbuttobe fonnes of men ; but
for thofe who afpire to become
fonnes of God, this bread de{cending
from heauen is their chicfeft fufte-
nance; this ccleftiall bread,this bread
of the fonnes of God , this bread of
Angels,with an ardent defire,with an
humb!le affe@ion, with a tender re-
uerence they receiue moft frequently,
and rather choofe out of piety to in-
curre the note of prefumptionby de-
claring themfclues children , then
of encmyes , out ofa too faulty bath-
falnes. During which banquet , if
our Blefled Sauiour fhould addreflehis
fpeach in this manner, to any of the
number of predeftinate : Confider fe-
rioufly what L haue fuffered for the

loue of thee thoume ; (t wel countthe
thosnes
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thornes,my head pierced but cift ne-
uer number thofe torments 1 haue [u-
ftayned for cheein euery part of me
befides; my body was all goard wich
bloody whipps and nailes; but how
much my heart bath fuffered is be-
yond expreflion. It was little lefle
thenadeacthl fuffered for thee eucn
inthe garden -when the anigu {h of

my mind drew as much blood from
me,as the fouldiers afterwards in my
flagellation ; And now confider.with

thy felfe, what myne cnemies -
&ed on me, when euen my beft
freinds (pared me not; thou knoweft
vponhow harda bed I was concent

for thy'fzke to render vpmy ghoft,

and my loe (that thou maif koow
what an ardent oge ¢ was ) would
refolue on no death 1o dye for thee,

but the moft bitter and ignominioys
ofall,when it findin g none more big-

ter and ignominious then the Croffe,

made choyce of ¢, And thus behoid

w I haue dyed for thee ,
ene ftill teady ro dye

for ¢h
oufand tymes, vy e

herfore te]] nic,



3. -f{g-SO Tus Curistian
what wilt chou fuffer for me againe,
if thou defireft chat my loue to thee
fhould be perpetaall 2 chou mull loue
me againe who haue foe loued thee,
Formy part1 haue loued chee voto
death , euep vnro the death of the
Crofle, it refts that thou declare how
farr thou wile extend thy loue forme
againe.Who nowallof that happy cs-
pany wil not prefently answere him
al bathedin affe&ionate tearcs , cuen
vnto the deach , 6 my moft louing
Lord , euen vnto the Crofle it felf,
foit be thy diuinc plealure my loue
fhal extend it felf ; And who shal
graunt vpto me that happines to dy
for thee o Iefus my fweeteft lefus'er
whoaml , that I should be thought
worthy for todye for thee ! O what
a loue was this of thine my deareft
life , that thou wouldeft fuffer chus
that thou wouldeft dye thus for me,
without any the lealt merit or defert
of mine; fach fighes as thefe , fuch
moft chaft afpirations vlc commonly
to be the table talk at this facredhan-
quet, and chisa foule becomes IGti-



20D1AKE st 3.Par.
matly vnited with Almighty Cod.
For which reafon we place this
frequency of Communion (prouided
that our affe@ions be fincere, at leaft
though otherwife not fo inflamed
as we could wish) among the princi-
pal fignes of Predeftination. But alas
there are but toto many. Chriftians
yet , who whatfecueris delinerd to
them by way of fermon, or of writen
bookes : ate fo dead a fleepe in the
Lethargy of theyr deboyfht tiues , as
n?y:her the examples of the more
pious fort , nor admonitions of holy
faints , can Rirre them vp to 2 more
frequent vfe of this holy Sactameng
O Chriftians what gocks of yc;:.
what deadly cold'is thacwhich frcc:
fes vp your hms,thatthusyou auovd
the comfortable beames of this al,
ol s alo-
ecring Sunne?Do you not perceiue
tharthisis nothing els then the mee
ratagems of your enemy, who cndt
eauours al he can toexting,uish h :
Yyin vs the fire of this divinef} e
the end that bej 0. loue o
; at being 4] 1hig fi
with this pernicions old g oz
cold, of mind,

2
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we may live no otherwife then if we
were wholy dead, perishinthe filth
and fordidnes of finne , and nener
arive tothe kingdome of the living,
But thofe who loue our Sauiout
Ghrift with conftant affe@ions , are
delighted with nothing more thenin
often repairing to him, for as Caffio-
dorus faith admirably wel, 7naudita
eff diletlio que amicam amas ¢~ prafen-
tiam cina non amat. It is fuch an affe~
&ion as was nener heard of , that one
fhiouldJoue his freind , and not be de-
lighted in his company.

B RENTEE

THE FOVRTH SIGNE OF
Predeflination.

§ anintirerewpnciation of al we hase,
I which hathforits DEVICE:a
bare Altar di(poilcd of its ornaments,
withthisMOT. Quamib: fuerii: Lucra
bate arbitrasws fum propier Chriffi detrs-
menta: [ hase for Chrafls [ake acconnied
tho e things domageable,wbich were bee
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wScialtome. Our Sauiour proclaims
aloud ; Qwinen renuntiat & c. whofoe-
uer renounceth not al he {lands pof-
feft of , cannot be my difciple , He
commaunds to relinquish al-he coun-
fels vs to difpoflefle our felues of
eucry thing, and who then who hach
any Chriltian blood in him , but wil
put on this refolution, 1 had racher
become poore then Gods Enemy , I
had rather be deprived of al my {gb-
ftance then of his holy grace.

Pouerty hath made many marcha.
nts.not of {pices , Draperyes, or fuch
commodityes, but of heauen , simile
eff regnum celorums homini negotiators
& ¢. The kingdome of heanen ( Jast bour
Sauionr ) s like & Mapihans trautiling
in queft of richeff pearles | wh, /Muing
found ine more preisons then althe re 3
Soes andfelles al that be barh 44 purchy
;‘, A?d luch a Marchant as this is fo
oy Ao oy e e

witha
s ok o
wding oud, by th: sarch,
ofa lewel of fuch jhe[{imabkie pili:[:
C;
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He but receiues abil ofexchmgcof
our Sauiour Chrift vpon the delive-
1y cf (Hofefleighc commodityes, the
payment of which wil render him
happy aboue meafure, he hath the
whole kingdome of heauen mor-
gaged vnro him vpon the ventare of
a {mal [ummnc of Gold; and purchafes
himfelf a mighty kingdome, not
oncly with.leaning a few ackers of
land, but alfo by his preparation of
mind of leaving it, Theowner (faith
S. Chriloftome) of fuch a pearle,
though it lye conceald in (eme {inal
cabinet,and al be ignorant of his trea-
furc , is not ignorant himfelf how
richaman he is. We come into the
world to trafique , and nocto fpend
ourtimein idlenes , neyther is there
any one fo poore and needy whohath
not fufficient to aduance his fortune
by this marchandife ( fince as Sain@
Auften faith, God onely requires our
felues , and cares not but in regard of
our felues , for any thing wehaue)
nor any onc fo.rich & wealthy, who
in prudence can think muchodepatt






